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Fayette's Head Start/Early Head Start expanding


 


By Judy Kroeger

DAILY COURIER

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 


 


Thanks to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, also
known as the federal stimulus, Head Start/Early Head Start of Fayette County
will serve more than 100 additional children beginning next year.


 


U.S. Rep. John Murtha (D-Johnstown) announced that the
Westmoreland/Fayette Private Industry Council, which administers Head
Start/Early Head Start, received $322,575 in stimulus funds for expansion.


 


Fayette County's Head Start program was one of eight in Pennsylvania to receive
stimulus money.


 


Head Start/Early Head Start Director Sandra Hall said the
funds, which will be paid for two years, will allow the program to open two new
classrooms that will serve 36, 3- to 5-year-olds. Head Start will hire at least
seven new staff members to serve the children.
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The new classrooms will be at Dunbar
Borough Elementary
School and at the former Windy Hill School in Fairchance.


 


The new program will begin Jan. 4.


 


Federal funds provide Head Start services to 534
preschool-age children and their families. According to Murtha's office, this
represents only 30 percent of the population of children younger than 5 in
Fayette County who meet eligibility guidelines for services. 


 


"The Head Start program promotes school readiness by
helping preschoolers develop early reading and math skills they need to be
successful," Murtha said.


 


Early Head Start also received federal stimulus money:
$487,387 to be provided for two years.


Hall said Early Head Start serves pregnant women and
children to age 3.


 


The stimulus money will allow the program to serve 78 more
women and children. The expansion will begin Feb. 1.


 


Fayette
County's Early Head Start
was one of 19 in the state to receive the competitive funding.


 


Hall said Early Head Start services take place in the home,
with some activities for 2-year-olds and their families at some centers. For
the first time, the Uniontown Early Head Start will have center-based services
for eight 2-year-olds. The other 70 will receive services in their homes.
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"The Early Head Start program currently operating in
Fayette County is working toward improving the educational, social and economic
futures of families with children to age 3 and expectant mothers," said
Tim Yurcisin, president and CEO of the Private Industry Council. 


 


"However, statistical and community needs data reflect
a significant need for additional families to receive Early Head Start
services. This award will assist us in assuring high quality services to 78
additional children, families and pregnant women of Fayette County."


 


Judy Kroeger can be reached at jkroeger@tribweb.com or
724-626-3538. 
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